HESSLE TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday 17" September 2024 at 6.30pm
(*Public Forum at 6.35pm)

Large Front Room
Town Hall, South Lane, Hessle

MINUTES

Present: Councillors Adams, Bovill, Craggs (Chairman), Davison, Hardy, H. Hogan, Maw, Nolan,
Sutton, and Toogood.

Mr Paul Hogan & Mr Bob Carroll — (Non-voting Advisory Members)

Humberside Police Inspector Matt Wilson and PC Heather Collins

Clerks: Mrs Kim Cooper and Miss Tessa Reading

Apologies: Clirs Harrison, Keillor, Langdale (Vice-Chairman), Pickering and Walker

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm and on behalf of Hessle Town Council, welcomed Mr
Adam Maw, the newly elected member for Southfield Ward.

134794 PUBLIC FORUM

To hold the Public Forum at the appointed time of 6.35pm to allow any members of the press or
public to speak.

There were no members of the public or press present.

134795 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

The Chairman now read out the following — Members must declare their pecuniary or non-pecuniary
interest in items at this meeting — rather than personal and prejudicial interests — and ensure that
they act appropriately.

Councillor Sutton declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute no.134802 as she is the Town Council
representative for the Community Centre Organisation and a Trustee for The Hourne Community
Centre Development Trust.

Councillor John Bovill declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute no.134802 as he is Trustee for The
Hourne Community Centre Development Trust.

Councillor Paul Toogood declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute no.134802 as he is Trustee for
The Hourne Community Centre Development Trust.

Mr Bob Carroll declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute no.134802 as he is Trustee for The
Hourne Community Centre Development Trust.



134796 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

(Davison/Adams)

RESOLVED to confirm as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting held on 16" July 2024
and authorise the Chairman to sign.

134797 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS:
None received.

134798 DISPENSATION — COUNCILLOR PICKERING:

Full Council to consider the request made by Councillor Pickering that, due to recent surgery and
pursuant to Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972, a leave of absence from attending
meetings is granted for his recovery.

(Nolan/Adams)

RESOLVED to grant a 6 month dispensation to waive the 6 month Councillor Attendance rule for
Councillor Pickering or until circumstances allow Councillor Pickering to return to attendance at
meetings depending on his recovery following major surgery. If required, the Council will review this
again after 6 months.

134799 POLICE MATTERS:

To receive the latest figures/information on police matters pertaining to Hessle since the previous
meeting.

Inspector Matt Wilson introduced PC Heather Collins who has taken over from PC Amelia Saunders
who has gone on extended leave for 3 months. Inspector Wilson attended the meeting in order to
provide an update to the Council on the Youth Work undertaken over the summer;

The Youth Bus was present on King George V field throughout the summer and had over 98 children
booked onto it. The youth workers walking around Hessle also engaged with other youngsters who
were tagged on and able to join in the Youth Bus activities offered. Altogether Anti-Social figures for
Hessle are down and the initial problem of large gangs of youths gathering around the Square and
causing problems in shops has now gone. In March, April and May the Police received 54 reports of
anti-social behaviour problems with youths, in June, July and August they received 34 and in August
none of the reports received were relating to youths, which has shown that the work undertaken
had paid off. However, they don’t want this to be a one-off and wish to continue this program and
hopefully (with funding), run the project again over the Christmas holiday period. They will be
looking at putting the Youth Bus in Tower Hill Park next time, as the Youth Workers confirmed that
they found most of the youths/children were hanging out in there.

They are still aware of the problems with nuisance motorbikes and he explained that these are
different youths that are linked to hardcore gangs. They are continuing to target these with
dedicated teams under operations Yellow Fin and Yokohama, which has officers on motorbikes who
are able to chase these bikes.

Inspector Wilson confirmed that overall, the crime for Hessle is declining. It peaked in April with 118
reports and by August reports were down to 78. Burglaries are still an issue in Hessle with 4
residential burglaries and 6 garage/shed burglaries in August. They are looking at getting some
funding from the PCC in order to give advice to residents and to be able to provide shed alarms and



lights. 2 shop thefts were reported and there were no hate crime reports. Violent offences,
however, doubled to 14 from July although 3 of these were attacks on Police officers and 3 were
domestic violence reports.

The new PSPO is now in place along Hessle Foreshore and the Police are once again asking residents
to report any problems, speeding, noise etc., to the East Riding Council who are actively sending out
warnings and fines.

Inspector Wilson also confirmed that he is still working on obtaining a Police volunteer for the
Prestongate ANPR cameras and is hopeful to get this sorted soon.

Overall Hessle is a good place and with the recent funding from Barnardo’s for the youth work
project with help from the local outreach team, they want to keep their visibility going. They still
have plain clothes officers out on a nighttime regarding the burglaries and some of the teams have
changed their shift times in order to do this. He continues to monitor the figures every month for
Hessle and he will write a report/update for residents in order that the Town Council can publish it in
the next Newsletter and on the website with regards to the summer youth project.

The Chairman and members present thanked Inspector Wilson and PC Collins for taking the time to
attend the meeting and for providing an update on the recent youth work.

134800 HESSLE WARD COUNCILLORS:
To receive updates/information from the Hessle Ward Councillors.

Councillor Bovill reported:
The Square/Orchard Centre Hackney Taxi rank — following previous contact with shop owners, East

Riding Council have now agreed to look at reducing the area for Hackney Taxi’s in Hessle Square.
There is now a public consultation currently running until 30™" September and he has advised the
traders.

Windmill Way/Green Lane — There is a piece of land in this area, which is not registered, and where

in the past ERYC have replaced the wooden jockey rails and maintained the grass verge. Following a
request to replace further broken jockey rails and since the retirement of the previous ERYC Grounds
& Forestry Manager, the new Manager has confirmed that due to cutbacks, ERYC will no longer be
going to maintain this area. Councillor Bovill is now working on finding out to whom this land
actually belongs.

Grange Medical Centre — Councillor Bovill has been in touch with the medical centre who have

contacted the owners to ask them to fix the broken jockey rails around the perimeter and deal with
the 2 dead trees.

Fenby Court — Earlier in the year the Fenby Court housing manager took the decision to lock the rear
gate in Fenby Court following repeated incidents of anti-social behaviour which frightened the
elderly residents. Following complaints from Springville Avenue residents who have been using the
gate as a cut-through for many years, Councillor Bovill and Councillor Langdale met with the housing
manager who explained the situation and confirmed that the gate will stay locked. The anti-social
behaviour has now stopped which has been significantly beneficial for the elderly residents.

Various other items have been dealt with including overhanging trees, lighting, play equipment at
the foreshore and Councillor Bovill confirmed that a speed survey is currently being undertaken
along Jenny Brough Lane.

Boothferry Road central reservation parking — Councillor Bovill has received a response from Lilian

Greenwood MP, Minister for the future of roads regarding pavement/verge parking confirming that



15,000 responses had been received to the consultation and she is currently considering the views
expressed. Her plan is to publish a formal response to the consultation summarising the views
received and to announce the Government’s next steps for pavement parking policy. Options may
include giving local authorities powers to enforce against unnecessary obstruction of the pavement,
introducing a London-style pavement parking prohibition across England and improving the Traffic
Regulation Order process by which local authorities implement local parking restrictions.

Councillor Nolan reported:
Car Parking Charges — This will be voted on by ERYC Full Council next week (25" September) and

Councillor Nolan has put in a motion to delete the first recommendation ‘That the Council introduce
charging in towns currently not subject to fees, provided that they meet a proposed criteria, with
the caveat that a 30-minute free period is explored’. Councillor Nolan hopes that the other political
parties will also vote to remove this recommendation. The report has been handled by ERYC Asset
Management and is Officer led and the criteria devised is heavily weighted towards implementation
of fees in towns not currently subject to fees.

ERYC & Hull Mayoral Devolution Deal — The ERYC and Hull Devolution deal appears to be progressing

and the order has been made to the Secretary of State and Government for the creation of the Hull
and East Yorkshire (HEY) Mayoral Combined Authority. Councils on the South Bank had been asked
if they wanted to join but are not interested.

Councillor Nolan has also dealt with various other items in respect of planning, speeding and
reporting pavement repairs and confirmed that as ERYC finances are continually squeezed, he
believes that due to cut backs proposed for Libraries, maintenance of verges and footpaths etc.,
more pressure will be put on town and parish councils to look at taking on some of these jobs such
as grass/verge cutting, weeding, speeding and general maintenance.

134801 SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS:

Tessa Reading, Hessle Town Councils Communication and Social Media Officer will speak to this item
regarding copying and pasting emails.

Communication and Social Media Officer, Tessa Reading, made a request to Councillors that they do
not directly copy, paste and share emails sent to them from the Clerks. This has caused some issues
recently at events where residents thought Councillors who had posted these emails would be
present at the events. If Councillors want to share content from emails, please contact the office
and a relevant statement can be added at the bottom of emails.

134802 HESSLE COMMUNITY CENTRE:

Mr Bob Carroll provided an update for members on the Community Centre;

Working with Councillor Davison and the Clerk, the Solicitors are now working to finalise the lease
following payment to the York Diocese.

The grant applications to the National Lottery and Morrisons have been unsuccessful, but they are
continuing to look for other funding streams and to help with this, a consultation is being undertaken
asking all the current users/visitors ‘what would they like to see at the community centre.

He has also been talking to and working with local businesses and has received a large donation from
MS3, together with some of their staff members volunteering and spending days working at the centre
and in the food bank helping out. They have also confirmed that they will provide more support in the



future. He is now hoping to talk to businesses at the Hesslewood Business park to help with potential
funding and/or volunteering.

The restoration of the old oil store by the Food Bank is almost complete for food storage, they are just
awaiting a bit more internal work to be completed and will then be able to utilise it.

Following discussions with the Community Centre Organisation Treasurer, the Community Centre
finances have now been sorted with regards to the income and expenditure now moving over to the
Town Council. From figures provided, the income for the Community Centre is approximately £16,000
per annum and estimated expenses approximately £5/£6,000 per annum (excluding the current
Community Centre Managers wages). There should therefore be a healthy surplus which in the future,
could form the basis for additional grant funding from the Town Council to The Hourne Community
Centre Trust for the further renovation work or repairs.

134803 ERYC
a) Public Wi-Fi Hessle Update
Council to receive and note the email from the ERYC Project Officer giving a brief update on the

progress they have made with the installation of Public Wi-Fi in Hessle Square.
(Davison/Adams)
RESOLVED that the email is received and noted. The Clerk confirmed that there will be no digging
up of any pavements or roads as the equipment is to be installed on existing lampposts.

134804 CAMPAIGN TO IMPROVE THE SAFETY OF LITHIUM BATTERIES:

Council to receive the email, copy of the proposed Parliamentary Bill and details of companies
already supporting the campaign from Mr Ron Bailey, the parliamentary advisor to Electrical Safety
First and researcher for Lord (Don) Foster who are campaigning on the safety of lithium batteries
and promoting the Bill to ensure greater safety in the use and disposal of lithium batteries. Hessle
Town Council to therefore consider adding its support to this campaign.

(Nolan/Sutton)

RESOLVED that Hessle Town Council supports the campaign to improve the safety of lithium
batteries (used in e-bikes and e-scooters) and their disposal.

134805 FINANCE

a) Annual Return for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2024
The Annual Return has now been returned from PKF Littlejohn, Accountants and has been
prepared at a cost to the Town Council of £1,680.00 (+ VAT). The external auditor reports thus:
On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern
that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
The ‘Notice of conclusion of the audit and right to inspect the Annual Return’ in line with the
statutory requirements was put up for display in the Town Hall Notice Board and on the website
from 2" September 2024, along with a copy of the certified Annual Return.

(Davison/Bovill)



RESOLVED that the Notice of Conclusion from the External Auditors has been received and that
all regulatory requirements have been met. Councillor Davison congratulated the Clerk for
another year of hard work on concluding the accounts for 2023/2024 and that Hessle Town
Council has a sound system of financial management and internal control.

b) Boothferry Road Allotments Flood Alleviated works
Recommendation received from the Environment & Open spaces committee held on 9% July
2024 for Council to ratify the resolution made to accept the quote of £1,890.00 from AML
Contracting to undertake flood alleviation works required on the Boothferry Road Allotment Site
and to agree for additional funds to be vired from reserves to the Allotment budget in order to
cover this additional spending. Supporting documentation is attached for information and
perusal.
(Nolan/Bovill)
RESOLVED that the resolution from the Environment & Open Spaces Committee is ratified and
that the additional funds required are vired from reserves to undertake the flood alleviation
works at the Boothferry Road Allotments. However, the Town Council is to make it clear to the
Allotment holders and the Allotment Association that this is not an open ended commitment
and will not spend any further money on this scheme.

134806 STANDING ORDER 9.1:

A member may ask the Chairman of the Council or the Chair of any committee any question
concerning the business of the Council provided that two working days’ notice of the question has
been given by the member to the Town Clerk.

None received.

134807 DECLARATIONS OF GIFTS RECEIVED BY HESSLE TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Councillor Sutton and Councillor Langdale each declared a gift of a bunch of flowers received
following the presentations at the Hessle & District Allotment Association (Horticultural) Show held
on the 31% August 2024.

(Davison/Bovill)

RESOLVED that the declarations of gifts received from Councillors Sutton and Langdale are noted.

134808 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the meetings (minutes previously circulated) and
approve any recommendations and resolutions contained therein;

Planning & Traffic — 6™ August 2024 — (Adams/Bovill)

Planning & Traffic — 3" September 2024 — (Adams/Davison)

Environment & Open Spaces — 10" September 2024 — (Sutton/Bovill)

Events & Communications — 4™ September 2024 — (H. Hogan/Sutton)

Finance, Personnel & Asset Management — 11" September 2024 (Report only — meeting inquorate) —
(Davison/Sutton)



